Baisioji Uzupio
paslaptis

THE HORRID
MYSTERY OF UZUPIS
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Hi, Simas! Meet our newbie Bazys. He'll accompany us today. / “What? Why is he wearing
sunglasses?”
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1. Simas: Really? Okay. So where to?
2. Bazys: | can show you around Uzupis, c'mon!
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UZUPIS
1. A: Bazys, how come you know Uzupis so well? / B: I'm interested in many things. Did you

know that it's one of the oldest neighborhoods in Vilnius?

THE WHITE ALLEYWAY
2.S: “Oh, cut the act!” / S: Yeah, it looks like a village, with wooden houses everywhere...
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PATINKA...

THE BERNARDINE CEMETERY

1. Mhm... cool. You do know a lot... Oh, what a lovely cat! / Hey, isn‘t that ribbon from a
The Bernardine monks established this cemetery more than 200 years ago! | like it here... funeral wreath? What a creepy kitten!

2.BOOO!!
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Hey! Are you a mad or something?! / Stop it! 1. What is this house? / Does somebody still live there?!
2. We better go...
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1. Yeah, let’s go, I'll show you an awesome courtyard. / It's so interesting, we‘ve always lived
here but never been to any courtyards...

THE COURTYARDS OF UZUPIS

2. “What could be so interesting there? Only drying laundry, old cars and crumbled walls...” /
By the Angel, at the end of Mirties (Death) Street there is an old water column. / Where?!
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THE BRONZE ANGEL OF UZUPIS
Want some rolls? River. / They let you in?
2. Yeah, | know all of them.

1. Where to now? / To visit the artists... | like to snoop around their workshops near Vilnelé



UZUPIS ART INCUBATOR
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1. What's that?!

1. It's the Mermaid, we've seen it a hundred times.

2. Aisté, do you want to meet with the president of the Republic of Uzupis? / You know him?! /
Na-ah, I'm just kidding. | only know his name - Romas. / “What am | doing here?!”
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UZUPIS CONSTITUTION

1. What's going on here? Such a crowd! / They’ve hung another board... Uzupis Constitution
in Latgalian.

2. Cool, look: “A dog has a right to be a dog”!



1. Let’s go in here!
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KUDRY PARK TYMO QUARTER

1. 1 went ice skating on this pond in winter! This was a skating rink. / Shall we go home? / It's getting dark... / Where did these goats come from? / What can | say, it's Tymas's Quarter.

Simas, what’s wrong with you?! | remember that more than hundred years ago this place was soooooo abandoned. Thieves,
marauders and alcoholics were running amuck. / You remember? / Maybe we should go
home? / Want to see something really cool?
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1. Where are we going?
2. You'll see in a sec.

THE VAULTS OF BASTION
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1. I'm tired of roaming behind you. / You don’t have to if you don’t want to. 1. Caw!
2. Bazys?!
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Caw! / “Help! | can’t move!!!” / What's happening?! 1. “I know now! It’s a basilisk. A monster from Vilnius legend.”
2. Help!
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1. Aisté! Aim your phone at it!
2. Caw!!!
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THE SUBACIAUS STREET PANORAMIC PITCH

Simas, how come you knew what to do? / It's nothing. | only remembered what | heard in our
literature class. / You know, he looked suspicious to me from the very start. | didn't really like
that fellow. / Unbelievable..! | would have never thought that Bazys is such a monster. And lives
in Uzupis... / Mhm, next time have more trust in me. Home?



@ AUSROS VARTA

hi' VARTAL VADINASI
AUSROS VARTAIS?

GHM...
NEZINAV.

'\ /[ KA STURMUOSIME ) /Gar LEDO KALNAS
%\ (KITA KARTA? BET DABAR EIKIM |
KAVINE. AS UMSINU!

THE GATE OF DAWN

1. 1 wonder why it's called the Gate of Dawn? / Hmm... | don’t know.

2. What are we gonna raid next time? / An ice peak perhaps? But right now, let’s go to café.
It's on me!



MARSRUTAS SU NUOTYKIAIS MR.2
BAISIOJ UZUPIO PASLAPTIS

Kalny parkas ir Beke$o kalnas > Uzupis > Bernardiny kapinés » Uzupio kiemai
> Uzupio Angelo skulptiira > Meno inkubatorius » UZupio respublika ir jos
Konstitucija > Tymo kvartalas > Vilniaus Bastéjos pozemiai > Subadiaus gatvés

apzvalgos aikstelé > Ausros vartai

1. Kalny parkas ir Bekeso kalnas.
Savo tyrinéjimus pradékite auksiausioje
miesto dalyje — Kalny parke. Pirmasis i$$a-
kis — surasti Beke$o kalna! Bekeso kalnas —
V $io komikso herojy, kurie mokosi Vilniaus

Uzupio gimnazijoje, mégstama susitikimo

vieta. I§ ¢ia jie kickvieng penktadien; eina
patyrinéti miesto. Pirmiausia i§ Antakal-
nio gatvés pusés per Kalny parka cikite Vilnelés link, kol per¢je nedidelj tiltg atsidur-
site prie Olandijos ambasados varty. Nuo varty sukite prie desiniau esancio karve-
dzio Kasparo Beke3o obelisko. Jeigu lipsite i§ Uzupio gatvés, keliuka rasite uz Uzupio
gimnazijos pastato. Kadaise ant $io kalno stovéjo miirinis bokstas (arba paminklas)
narsiam vengry kilmés karvedziui Kasparui Bekesui. Jis iSpazino ne kataliky tikéjima,
todél buvo palaidotas ant upés kranto. Ant drasuolio paminklo buvo iskalti zodZiai:
»Dangaus netrokstu, pragaro nebijau”. Gaila, bet XIX a. originalus paminklas kartu
su K. Bekeso kapu nuvirto j Vilnelés upe. Iliko tik aZuolinis obeliskas, rodantis kryptj
i kalna. Beje, Vilnelé kadais garséjo srauniais vandenimis, kurie paplaudavo smélétus

krantus ir sukeldavo Salia esan¢iy kalvy griatis.

2. Uzupis. Tyrinésime Uzupj — viena seniausiy Vilniaus rajony, minimg nuo XV
a. Uzupis iSsidéstes j rytus nuo senamiescio, desiniajame Vilnelés krante. Priemiestj
su miestu jungé daug tilty. Senais laikais tai buvo vargingujy priemiestis, kur $alia
sraunios upés stovéjo daug maliiny, gyveno amatininkai (ypa¢ daug audéjy), smulkiis
valdininkai. Iki pat XX a. pabaigos tai buvo gana apleista ir pavojinga teritorija, j ja
miestieciai bijodavo net uzsukti. Tadiau véliau netikétai Uzupj pamégo menininkai:
dia jie galéjo jsigyti pigy bista be patogumy ir mégautis bohemiska atmosfera. Netru-
kus rajono menininkai susiburé j bendraminéiy grupe, o galiausiai jsidrasino Uzupj
paskelbti nepriklausoma respublika su savo konstitucija, prezidentu, himnu, $venteé-
mis, dviem bazny¢iomis, vyskupu, gimnazija, kapinémis. Pagrindinéje aikitéje buvo
pastatyta Sios respublikos globéjo — Uzupio angelo — skulptiira. Dabar Uzupis laiko-
mas prestiziniu, vienu brangiausiy Vilniaus rajony, ta¢iau yra iSlaikes savo bohemiska

dvasia ir spalvinguma.

3. Bernardiny kapinés. Uzupyje esancias Bernardiny kapines 1810 m. jkiiré bernar-
diny vienuoliai. ] jas pateksite eidami Baltuoju skersgatviu. Kapinése daugiausia palai-

doti mokslo, meno, kultiiros zmonés, revoliucijy dalyviai. Pavyzdziui, ¢ia yra vieno zy-

miausiy senojo Vilniaus fotografy Juozapo Cechaviciaus kapas. Tatiau tai ne paprastos
kapinés! ] jas biitina uzsukti ir pasivaik$¢ioti norint pajusti senaja Vilniaus dvasia — ¢ia
tylu, ramu, paslaptinga. Atéje i$vysite ne tik jspiidingy antkapiniy paminkly (patyri-
nekite jy uzrasus atidziau!), bet ir keisty statiniy — ko-
lumbariumy, kuriy niSose uzmiryti karstai. XIX a. $i
teritorija buvo mégstama vilnie¢iy pasivaik$ciojimo
vieta, kapinés priminé parka. Pasivaiksciokite po kapi-
nes ir jas, atkrcipkitc démcsi, kiek daug Ca a.ngclq! Jei
&a atklystuméte pavasarj, kai prazysta mélynos scylés,
patirtuméte kai ka grazaus ir keisto tuo pat metu. Viena
jdomybeé: kapiniy teritorijoje yra privatus namas, kuria-

me ir dabar gyvena paslaptingi Zmonés. Nepamirskite

pasisveikinti!

4. Uzupio kiemai. Norite pajusti unikalia Uzupio
dvasia? Tuomet drasiai palandziokite po vis dar atvirus
$io rajono kiemus ir skverus! Seni Uzupio kiemai tarsi
laiko uzkonservuoti: atviros medinés laipty galerijos
prie seny pastaty, ant virvés véjyje plevésuojantys skalbi-
niai, vasara ialiuoja.ntys sodai ir iydim:ys raty darzeliai,
senovinés vandens kolonélés ir mediniai sandéliukai-
malkinés, kai kur iSlikes akmeninis grindinys dar vadi-
namas bruku. Dabar ¢ia keistai dera seni ir vis grei¢iau
statomi modernis pastatai. Leisdamiesi Zemyn Polocko,
véliau UzZupio gatvémis, panardykite po neuzrakintus kiemus. Viename jy rasite seng
Sv. Baltramiejaus baznytéle — patia maziausia Vilniuje! I§ baznycios kiemo atsiveria

nuostabi Vilniaus panorama.

5. Uzupio Angelas - tai Uzupio menininky
centrinéje aikstéje pastatytas paminklas i§ Zal-
vario ir bronzos ypa¢ mégstamam Uzupio me-
nininkui Zenonui Steiniui atminti. Paminklg
sukiiré skulptorius Romas Vil¢iauskas ir archi-

tektas Algirdas Umbrasas. Kazkada skulptiros

vietoje iki Pirmojo pasaulinio karo stovéjo mii-
riné koplytélé ir vandens kolonélé. Si kolonéle,
Sick tiek patraukta j Sona, isliko iki $iy dieny.

Jdomybé: nedaug kas Zino, kad Uzupio gatvé toje vietoje, kur stovi Angelo skulptiira,
kazkada buvo vadinama Mirties gatve. Nesaugus rajonas sparciai keitési, kai ¢ia émé
keltis menininkai ir studentai, kuriems neripéjo gyvenimas be vandentiekio ir pana-

$i1s patogumai.

6. Meno inkubatorius. Uzupis yra toks ryskus ir jdomus dél ¢ia gyvenandiy ir ku-

rian¢iy menininky, todél uzsukti j meno inkubatoriy batina. Nuo Angelo skulptiiros



cikite Uzupio tilto link ir prics jj sukite  desing, ljskite toliau j spalvingus kiemus. Vie-
name i§ juy menininkai jkiire Uzupio dailés galerija pavadinimu ,Galera®. Joje vyksta
ne tik meno parodos — &a jrengtos ir menininky dirbruvés, jie ¢ia gyvena ir organi-
zuoja $ventes. Galerijos pavadinimas pasirinktas ne veltui: Salia sraunios upés esantis
pastatas i§ tiesy primena galera — pries srove
plaukiantj laiva. Akimis susiraskite ir pa-
mojuokite Undinélei, sédinéiai Salia tilto —

dar vienai Uzupio grozybei.

Visas Uzupio gyvenimas ir senovéje, ir

dabar smarkiai susijes su upe, vandeniu.

Anksciau ¢ia buvusiy priemiesciy — Pa-
plaujos ir Tymo — i$skirtinumas — ,nedaug
gatviy, bet daug vandens®. Cia kadaise veike daug maliiny, fabriky, todél dar XV a.
buvo nutiestos trys svarbiausios vandens kanaly atSakos, o Zemame kairiajame upés
krante sukurta iStisa kanaly, uztvankuy, tilty, saly ir saleliy sistema. Ji egzistavo iki pat

XIX a. pabaigos.

Kazkada ¢ia buvo daug tilty, jungianciy Uzupj su miestu, daugelis dabar jau nugriauta,
iSliko tik keli, jie labai mégstami vestuvininky (atkrcipkitc démesj j ,amzinos meilés*
simbolius — spyneles, kuriomis nukabinéti visi Uzupio tiltai). Vienas toks grazus tilte-

lis yra visai $alia Tibeto skvero, kuris atsirado Uzupio menininky iniciatyva.

7. Uzupio respublika ir jos konstitucija. Grjz-

kite prie Angelo skulptiros ir sukite j desing
— Paupio gatve. Cia rasite Konstitucijos sieng —
vieng lankomiausiy Uzupio objekry. Ant veidro- ﬂﬁﬂ 0 Usipic kongtityc;

diniy lenty i$raisytas 41 nepriklausomos Uzupio P““fi&g. “cija
respublikos konstitucijos jstatymas jvairiomis pa-

saulio kalbomis. Jdomu, ar jy laikosi uzupieéiai?

8. Tymo kvartalas kadaise buvo
vargingas ir nykus — aplinkui su-
sigride mazi, nevienodo aukscio
nameliai su aplizusiais mediniais
priestatais. | kvartala pateksite eida-
mi i§ Aukstaitiy gatvés, per Kadry

parka. Tymo priemiestyje XV a.
atsirado pirmosios Vilniuje tymo
(i8dirbtos ozio odos) amaty dirbtuvélés, nes odos meistrai dél savo darbo specifikos
(rigstancios odos smarvé — menkas malonumas) ir gaisry pavojaus daznai buvo i§-
keldinami j uzmies¢ius. Kiek véliau ¢ia apsigyveno totoriai, kurie taip pat vertési tra-
diciniu amatu — ody apdirbimu. XIX a. viduryje daugelis $io kvartalo namy priklausé

smulkiems iydq prckciviams. Namy pirmuose aukstuose veiké karéemos, kcpyklos,

parduotuvés. Tymo kvartalas neapsi¢jo ir be kriminaly — vietos gyventojai ypa¢ kenté-
jo nuo vagys¢iy, pléﬁkavimq, girtuokliq stautéjimo. Sivo metu Tymo kvartale vyksta
tkininky ir maisto turgeliai, ¢ia mégstama miestiediy pasivaikiciojimy vieta. Ziema

Kadry parke jrengiama ¢iuozykla, kur vyksta nemokamos ¢iuozimo pamokos.

9. Vilniaus Bastéjos pozemiai. [§ Auks-
taitiy gatvés kopkite j kalng O. Simaités
gatve, sukite kairiau ir Boksto gatve eikite

Bast¢jos (Barbakano) link. Tai gynybinis

< jtvirtintas Zemiy ir miro statinys tarp Suba-

Caus gatvés ir Vilnios upés. Jis buvo pastaty-

tas XVII a. pirmojoje puséje prie gynybinés
sienos, Boksto kalne. Veliau radosi daugybeé legenduy, susijusiy su bastéjos pozemiais.
Viena i§ legendy pasakoja, kad kalno pozemiuose gyveno mitiné pabaisa — slibinas
baziliskas, uzmu$daves prisiartinusj Zmogy vien savo baisiu zvilgsniu. Taciau karta
vienas jaunuolis j¢jo | poZzemj nesinas dideliu veidrodziu. Baziliskas puolé jaunuolj,
bet $is pasislépé uz veidrodzio. Siaubiinas, i§vydes savo atvaizda veidrodyje, griuvo ne-
gyvas. Siuo metu ¢ia veikia muziejus, jame galima apZitiréti visokiy ginkly: akmeniniy
patranky sviediniy, senyjy patrankuy, raiteliy apsauginiy $arvy bei daug kity Vilniaus
istorijos jdomybiy.

10. Subaéiaus gatvés apzvalgos aikstelé. UZupio tyringjima pabaigsime apz-
valgos aiksteléje, Subadiaus gatvéje. | ja pateksite eidami Boksto gatve aukstyn. I§ ¢ia
atsiveria viena graziausiy Vilniaus panoramy! Apzvalgos vietoje jrengta informaciné
lenta parodo, kokie senamiescio kultiros, istorijos, architekttiros objektai yra matomi.

Netoliese veikia kaviné, i§ ¢ia vasara smagu stebéti Vilniaus bokstus.

11. Ausros vartai. Nuo Subaciaus
apzvalgos aikstelés M. Dauksos gatve
cikite iki Audros varty — vieninteliy
miesto varty, i$likusiy iki masy die-
ny. Beje, iki Siol néra tiksliai Zinoma,
kodél vartai taip pavadinti. Ausros

varty gatvéje yra net trijy skirtingy

religijy baznycios: unity, stadiatikiy ir

kataliky. Jéje pro vartus j senamiestj,

atsisukite — vir$ jy pamatysite iskilusia koplycia — tai bene garsiausias Vilniaus paveiks-
las— Gaﬂcstingosios Dievo motinos atvaizdas, kuri gcrbia visy minéty rcligijq atstovai.
Sie vartai isliko tik dél koplycios ir joje esantio garsiojo paveikslo — visi kiti vartai ir di-
dzioji sienos dalis buvo nugriauti apie 1800 m., nes, kaip saké to meto valdzia, ,trukdé

miestui védintis“!



ADVENTURE WALK NO.2
THE HORRID MYSTERY OF UZupis

Kalny Park and Bekesas Hill » Uzupis » The Bernardine Cemetery > The
courtyards of Uzupis » The Bronze Angel of Uzupis » Uzupis Art Incubator >
The Republic of Uzupis and its Constitution > Tymo Quarter > The vaults of
Vilnius Bastion » The Subaciaus Street Panoramic Pitch » The Gate of Dawn

1. Kalny Park and Bekesas Hill. Start
your adventure on the highest part of the
city, in Kalny Park. The first challenge is
to find Bekesas Hill. Bekesas Hill is the
V favorite meeting place of the heroes of this

comic book who study at Vilnius Uzupis

Gymnasium. Every Friday they meet here
to explore the city. Firstly, start walking
on Antakalnio Street, go through Kalny Park towards Vilnelé river until you reach a
small bridge leading to the gates of Embassy of the Netherlands. From here turn to the
right and walk towards the obelisk of a commander Kasparas Bekesas. If you climb the
hill from Uzupis Street, you will spot the trail behind Uzupis Gymnasium. Once upon
a time a brick tower (or a monument) dedicated to the brave general of a Hungarian
descent Kasparas BekeSas was standing on this hill. Since he wasn’t a Catholic, he was
laid to rest on the bank of the river. Words were engraved on the monument of this
brave man: “Tlong for no heaven, I fear no hell” Sadly in the 19th century, the original
monument together with the grave of Bekesas tumbled down into Vilnelé river. Only
the obelisk made of oak remained, pointing towards the hill. By the way, Vilnelé river
was once known for its swiftness. It used to wash away sandy banks causing the col-

lapse of the nearby hills.

2. Uzupis. We are going to explore Uzupis, one of the oldest Vilnius neighborhoods,
mentioned as early as the 15th century. Uzupis is situated east of the Old Town, on
the right bank of Vilnelé river. Many bridges connect the neighborhood to the city. In
the old times Uzupis with many windmills built along the swift river was the suburb
of the poor. Craftsmen (especially weavers) and small-time clerks lived here. Until the
end of the 20th century, it was an abandoned and dangerous part of the city, in which
residents were afraid to set foot. But later Uzupis became more and more popular
among the artists. They started buying cheap apartments without the basic amenities
and enjoy the bohemian style of life. Soon the artists established a community. Fi-
nally, they dared to declare Uzupis an independent republic with its own constitution,
president, anthem, festivals, two churches, a bishop, high school, and a cemetery. The
monument of the guardian of the republic, the Bronze Angel of Uzupis, was erected
in the main square. Nowadays UZupis is a prestigious and one of the most expensive
neighborhoods in Vilnius. However it has kept its bohemian atmosphere and color-

ful Pl‘CSCHCC.

3. The Bernardine Cemetery. Go to the Ber-
nardine Cemetery through White Alleyway (Baltasis
skersgatvis). The Bernardine Cemetery was established
by the Bernardine monks in 1810. Many famous peo-
ple of science, art, and culture, as well as the participants
of uprisings are buried here. For example, one of the
most famous photographers of old Vilnius, Juozapas
Ccchaviéius, rests here. However, this gravcyard is no

ordinary! If you want to feel the old spirit of Vilnius, its

serene, peaceful and mysterious atmosphere, you have
to come here and take a walk. You would see not only impressive tombstones (read
their inscriptions with care!) but also strange buildings called columbariums, with the
graves walled up in their niches. In the 19th century, the cemetery which reminded of
apark beca{nf: a faVOl‘itC place for WaIkS. Y()u too ta.l(f: a Stroll a.r()und tl'lc CCmCtC[‘y a.nd
notice the number of angel sculptures! If you happen to come here in spring when the
blue scillas burst into bloom, you would experience something beautiful and strange

at the same time. A point of interest: There is a private house on the territory of the

cemetery, where mysterious people have been living to this day. Don't forget to say

hello to them!

4. The Courtyards of Uzupis. Do you want to experi-
ence the unique aura of Uzupis? If so, bravely venture into
still open courtyards and squares of this neighborhood! Old
courtyards of Uzupis look as if they have been preserved by
time: open wooden staircases, linens, fluttering in the wind,
verdant gardens and flowerbeds of blossoming rues in sum-
mer, old water columns and wooden pantries-woodsheds.
Here you could still see the preserved stone paving called b7
kas. Modern buildings having been built at a more rapid pace strangely fit with the old
buildings. Coming down on Polocko Street and then UZupio Street, dive around open
courtyards. In one of them you will find the St. Bartholomew’s Church, the smallest

church in Vilnius! A stunning view of Vilnius opens up from the church’ courtyard.

5. The Bronze Angel of UZupis is a brass and
bronze monument in the central square of Uzupis
built by the artists in the memory of a very loved
artist of the neighborhood, Zenonas Steinys.
Sculptor Romas Vil¢iauskas and architect Algir-
das Umbrasas created the Angel. Long time ago
before WWI, in the place of the sculpture a brick

chapel and a water column stood. The same col-

umn still stands here today, only a bit farther, in the corner.
Interesting fact: Not many people know that Uzupio Street where now stands the An-
gel was once called the Street of Death. Once unsafe neighborhood had experienced



a rapid change, when artists and students who didn’t mind living without water and

other basic amenities started moving here.

6. Uzupis Art Incubator. Uzupis Art In-
cubator is a must-see. The neighborhood is so
vivid and interesting because of the artists who
live and create here. From the Bronze Angel
walk towards the Bridge of Uzupis. Before you
reach it, turn to the right and go further down.

Explore the colorful courtyards. In one of them
artists established the Art Gallery of Uzupis,
called “Galera” The place houses not only art exhibitions. Art studios are also set up
here. This is where Uzupis artists live and organize various art events. The name for
the ga.llcry wasn’t chosen accidcntally: The buﬂding itself, sicuated alongsidc the swift
river, indeed reminds of a galley — a ship sailing upstream. Look around and spot the

Little Mermaid sitting by the bridge, another beautiful object of Uzupis. Wave to her!

Once there were a lot of bridges that connected Uzupis to the city. Although the ma-
jority have been demolished, a few of them still exist. They are very popular among the
newlyweds (notice the symbols of a “forever lasting love;” i. e. small locks attached to
the handrails of the bridges). One such a beautiful bridge is near the Square of Tibet.

The square was also opened by the initiative of UZupis artists.

7. The Republic of Uzupis and its Constitu-
tion. Go back to the Bronze Angel and turn to the
right on Paupio Street. Here you will see the Consti-
tution mounted on the wall, one of the most visited
objects in Uzupis. 41 articles of the independent Re-
public of Uzupis Constitution are engraved onto the
wall-mounted mirror in different world languages. I

wonder, if the citizens of Uzupis comply with them?

8. Tymo Quarter was once a grim and
poverty stricken place. Small houses of
various height with ramshackle wooden
outbuildings were cramped together. These
days you can get there from Aukstaiciy
Street, by walking through the Park of
Ponds (Kidry parkas). In the 15th century

Vilnius, the first small workshops of leather (lambskin in particular) crafts were estab-

lished in Tymo Quarter. Leather craftsmen were ousted to the suburbs for the specif-
ics of their craft (the stench of soaking leather was hard to bear) and for the danger
of possible fires. Later Tatars moved in. They also engaged in their traditional craft,
the tanning of the leather. In the middle of the 19th century, most of the houses on

the block belonged to Jewish merchants. Taverns, bakeries and stores operated on the
first floors of the houses. There was also crime in Tymo Quarter and local residents
especially suffered from thefts, looting and the rampaging of alcoholics. Nowadays
the Quarter is known for its farmers’ and food market. Townsfolk like to come here
for a walk. In winter, a skating rink is constructed in the Park of Ponds, where you can

take skating classes for free.

9. The vaults of Vilnius Bastion. From
Aukstai¢iy Street climb up the hill on
O. Simaités Street, then turn slightly to the
- left and walk towards the Bastion (,,barbi-

can®). The fortification made of soil and brick

is located between Subadiaus Street and the
Vilnelé. It was built in the first half of the 17th century on the Tower Hill, along the
Vilnius Defensive Wall. Later many legends about the cellars of the Bastion originat-
ed. One of the legends is about a mythical monster — the basilisk or dragon that lived
in the vaults of the hill and would kill any human who came near it only by its frightful
glare. Once a young man entered the cellar with the big mirror in his hands. When the
basilisk attacked the man, he hid behind the mirror. Once the monster saw its own
reflection in the mirror, it droppcd dead. Nowadays a museum operates here, where
you can see various guns, such as stone cannon balls, ancient cannons, shield armors

and many other interesting objects from Vilnius history.

10. The Subaciaus Street Panoramic Pitch. We will finish exploring Uzupis
on the Subatiaus Strect panoramic pitch. We will get there by walking upwards on
Boksto Street. One of the most beautiful views of Vilnius opens from here! On the
site, there is an information board which shows you what Old Town’s cultural, historic
and architectural objects you can spot. There is also a café nearby. It so fun to look at

the towers of Vilnius in summer.

11. The Gate of Dawn. From the Subaciaus site
walk further on Mikalojaus Dauksos Street until
you reach the Gate of Dawn, the only city gate

remaining to this day. By the way, no one knows

why it has such a name. Three churches belong-
ing to three different religions: the Byzantine Rite
Eastern Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church
and the Catholic Church, are located on Ausros Varty Street. Once you walk through
the Gate to the Old Town turn around and you will see the protuberant chapel with

perhaps the most famous icon in Vilnius — the portrait of The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of Mercy worshiped by the representatives of all the previously mentioned
religions. The gate remained intact only because of the chapel and the famous icon. All
other gates and the majority of the wall were demolished in 1800, because, according

to the local authority, “they prevented the city from ventilating*!
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Vilnius. Eime!

Tavo rankose — antrasis Aistés ir Simo
nuotykiy marSrutas Vilniuje. Tai grafiné
istorija apie du draugus, tyrinéjancius
savo gyvenama rajona — Uzupj. Jeigu eisi
ju pédomis, aplankysi 11 zymiy Vilniaus
objekty ir suzinosi, kokia baisia Uzupio
paslaptj atskleidé draugai.

Vilnius. Let's go!

Here’s the second Aisté and Simas’s adven-
ture walk around Vilnius. If you accom-
pany them, you'll visit eleven important
places in Vilnius, and find out what a
horrid mystery of Uzupis the two friends
have discovered.
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